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implicit obedience of the herd to the religious and moral
commands of the 'ruling' caste, Nietzsche has nothing
but praise for such a social system ; *And in the case of
the unique natures of noble origin, if by virtue of supe-
rior spirituality they should incline to a more retired and
contemplative life, reserving to themselves only the more
lefined forms of Government ,(over chosen disciples or as
members of an order), religion itself may be used as a
means for obtaining peace from the noise and trouble of
managing grosser affairs, and for securing immunity from
the unavoidable filth of all political agitation. The Brah-
mins, for instance, understood this fact. With the help
of a religious organization, they secured to themselves
the power of nominating kings for the people, while their
sentiments prompted them to keep apart and outside, as
men with a higher and super-regal mission.' *

It would be a fatal misunderstanding to assume that
Gobineau and Nietzsche in their pronouncements on the
caste system are exceptions rather than the rule. No-
where else can we study this split in the European con-
sciousness better than in the attitudes of Western scholars
and writers towards ancient social organization in India*
On the one hand we find the tradition established by the
Abbe Dubois who considers the caste system the most
rational solution of all social problems. On the other
hand there is the humanitarian tradition of the Roman-
tics and Goethe, strongly condemning the caste system as
unjust and opposed to the principles of human equality.
In more recent times Tolstoy and Romain Rolland were
upholding that very same tradition when they preached
the return to a simplified, undogmatic, and universal kind

* Beyond Good and Evil, 1886; Chapter: The Religious Mood.